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From Delhi to Linkoping to Melbourne:
STRN’s expanding early-career activities

One of the most encouraging developments in recent years is the way STRN has expanded—geographically,
intellectually, and institutionally—while staying true to its original commitment to open, critical, and
collaborative scholarship. Internationalization and diversification are no longer distant aspirations; they are lived
realities within the network. Nowhere is this more visible than in STRN’s growing engagement with PhD
candidates and other early-career researchers, who are increasingly shaping the network’s present and future.

From its beginnings, STRN has been built on the idea that transitions research thrives through dialogue across
academic disciplines, national contexts, and career stages. The recent proliferation of STRN activities beyond
established research centers signals an important shift: the center of gravity is no longer fixed, but relational and
mobile. This shift matters, particularly for doctoral and early-career scholars seeking intellectual communities
that are rigorous, welcoming, and open to experimentation.

March and April were exceptional months for our community. The 11th NEST conference in Delhi, India,
emphasized STRN’s ongoing internationalization and diversification. Hosted by the School of Public Policy at IIT
Delhi on 28-29 March 2026, it marked an important milestone as the first NEST conference to be held exclusively
in the Global South. Organized around the theme “Interlinked Transitions: From Global Visions to Local Realities,”
the conference brought together over 120 participants from more than 60 universities worldwide, with
particularly strong representation from the Global South, including India, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Vietnam,
Indonesia, and Rwanda. Through plenaries, methods workshops, and interactive ECR sessions, participants
engaged with questions of justice, governance, knowledge systems, and implementation in sustainability
transitions.

The PhD School in Linkdping, Sweden, offered a further illustration of this ethos. Bringing together doctoral
candidates from different countries and disciplinary backgrounds, the school created a space for sustained
engagement with theory, methodology, and practice. What stood out was not only the high level of scholarly
exchange but also interactions with the local community through study visits and panel discussions. During the
PhD school, a variety of senior scholars participated as interlocutors, commentators, and convenors, reinforcing
STRN’s long-standing commitment to collegiality rather than hierarchy.

This spirit traveled well across continents. The PhD School in Melbourne extended these conversations into
another academic and cultural context. Participants joined from across Australia as well as from institutions in
Asia, Africa, and Europe. They were generously welcomed to Wurundjeri Country by Wurundjeri Elder Uncle Bill
Nicholson, and the broader sense of welcoming and belonging to the STRN scholarly community was one of the
biggest takeaways for participants. The diversity of staff and students also reinforced the pluriverse perspective
as a key theme, with participants encountering different ways of understanding and imagining sustainability
transitions.

Taken together, these three events signal an important evolution of STRN. Internationalization is not merely
about reaching more places, but about redistributing attention, voice, and intellectual authority. Diversification is
an ongoing process that requires care, reflexivity, and commitment. By investing in PhD candidates and early-
career researchers—through PhD schools, conferences, and sustained mentorship, STRN is nurturing a scholarly
community capable of renewing itself.

As STRN moves forward, these developments invite all members to reflect on their role within the network.
Supporting early-career scholars, engaging across borders, and remaining open to epistemic differences are
central to STRN’s continued vitality and societal relevance.



STRN

O News&Events

IST-26

Dear STRN community,

The |IST-26 conference organizing committee
thanks the transitions research community for the
exceptional response to the call for abstracts. We
received over 1000 submissions across 17
conference tracks and 7 proposed thematic
sessions, signalling extraordinary interest in
transitions research. At the same time, selecting
the most relevant research themes and
presentations has been very challenging, both for
the organizing committee and for track/session
convenors. We are now pleased to announce that
the conference program will include more than
550 full paper presentations, speed talks, posters
and special sessions.

We would like to inform you that registration for
the conference is planned in two stages.
Registration is open for presenting authors,
panellists, track convenors and special session
organizers. For non-presenting participants,
registration opens on June 19.

Key dates

e 22 May 2026 - Early-bird registration opens for
presenting authors, track convenors, special
session organizers and panellists.

e 19 June, 23:59 CEST - Early bird registration
closes. Registration opens to everyone.

e 26 June, 23:59 CEST - Deadline for presenting
authors: Completing registration and
uploading full papers. Uploading a full paper is
mandatory for full paper presentations, and
optional for speed talks.

e 24 July, 23:59 CEST - Registration closes for all.

Please refer to the IST website for further
information on:
» Conference fees
» Program overview
« Main conference events
» (Semi-plenaries, Zurich city excursions and
conference networking dinner)
» Registration process for early career researcher
(ECR) events
» (ECRday, Paper development workshop,
Notable paper award)

Participants requiring invitation letter or other
assistance for visa application processes are
requested to write to us as soon as possible.
Application procedures for Switzerland often take as
long as three months.

We look forward to welcoming you soon in Zurich!

If you have further questions, please reach out to
the IST-26 conference organizing committee at
IST2026@eawag.ch.

Best regards,
IST 26 Organizing Committee

STRN Paper Development Workshop at IST-26

After two successful editions at previous IST
conferences, STRN will again host a Paper
Development Workshop for early-career researchers
at IST 2026 on the 3rd of September. The post-
conference workshop offers PhD students and post-
docs within three years of PhD completion the
opportunity to receive constructive feedback on
early-stage working papers from experienced
scholars and peers.

Applicants must be accepted to present at IST 2026
as presenting authors. Participation is free, but
places are limited to 35 participants. A limited
number of one-night hotel-stay grants are available
to participants in need of financial support, with
priority given to applicants from countries with more
limited resources.

Apply by 26 June 2026 via the IST submission
platform.

For more information, visit the conference website!
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Save the date: STRN Methods School 2026

STRN is pleased to announce the next edition of the
STRN Methods School, which will take place at Lund
University from 23-26 November 2026.

The 2026 Methods School will focus on the topic of
destabilization, discontinuation, and decline and will
be organized by Lea Fiinfschilling and hosted by the
Department of Sociology and the Lund Social
Science Methods Center at Lund University.

Key dates

o Application deadline: Friday, 11 September 2026

» Notification of acceptance: Friday, 18 September
2026

e Methods School: 23-26 November 2026

Detailed information on the program and
application procedure will follow soon on the STRN
website.

Joint GeoST / ROREP Workshop: Regions in
Transition: How to Mobilize Multi-Scalar
Networks for Sustainable Development?

« Date: 3 September 2026, 09:00-12:00 (followed
by lunch)

e Location: ETH Zurich, ETZ Building

« Organizers: Rahel Meili, Markus Steen, Christian
Binz, Johan Miorner, Camilla Chlebna

» Registration: ROREP Website

About the workshop:

Co-organized by the STRN Geography of
Sustainability Transitions (GeoST) thematic group
and the Swiss research association for regional policy
(ROREP), this workshop takes place immediately
after IST 2026. It brings together scholars and
practitioners from transition studies, economic
geography, and regional and innovation policy to
discuss a central GeoST question:

How can regions mobilize their position within multi-
scalar networks to foster more sustainable
development pathways?

The workshop explores how interactions across
local, regional, national, and global scales shape
regional development and sustainability transitions.
Particular attention will be paid to how regions
reconfigure local assets, connect to global value
chains, and mobilize external resources to support
sustainable transformation.

Topicsinclude:

» Upgrading regional innovation systems and
local value chains

» Challenge-oriented regional reconfiguration
and mission-driven development

» Anchoring in global cleantech value chains and
green industrial development

» Through short presentations, interactive
discussions, and breakout sessions, participants
will examine:

» How regions position themselves within multi-
scalar networks

o Opportunities and constraints for sustainable
development

« Implications for regional and innovation policy

Contact: rahel.meili@bfh.ch |
christian.binz@awag.ch

Reports from past events

Connecting People, Places, and Systems in
Sustainability Transitions Research at the
STRN Melbourne PhD School

The Melbourne PhD School has continued to grow the
STRN community beyond its roots in Europe and
highlighted the importance of diverse cultures and
disciplines in advancing the field. Monash University
welcomed 26 participants from 14 institutions across
Australia and the broader Asia, Africa, and European
regions whose research spanned topics including
policy, modelling, intersectionality, ecology, housing,
mobility, health, finance, and leadership.



https://www.transitionsnetwork.org/events/events-overview/
https://www.transitionsnetwork.org/events/events-overview/
https://rorep.ch/veranstaltungen/rorep-workshop/joint-geost-rorep-workshop-2026-2/#anker_registration

International keynote speaker Dr Bipashyee Ghosh
(UCL) delivered an
sustainability transitions research and pluriverse
perspectives. Prof Rob Raven and Dr Darren Sharp
covered core theories of strategic niche management
and place-based experimentation. Participants
mapped transition pathways and system dynamics
with Dr Cameron Allen and Dr Enayat Moallemi
(CSIRO), and Dr Stefan Kaufman and Dr Filia Garivaldis
explored how human behaviour relates to systems
change.

overview of advances in

Dr Adriana Keating hosted a Tomorrow Party, where
the group looked back on the impact of their research
10 years into the future. Tensions, challenges, and
opportunities for transdisciplinary research were
explored with A/Prof Shirin Malekpour, Dr Bipashyee
Ghosh, Prof Annette Bos, Prof Megan Farrelly, Dr
Christoph Brodnik, and Dr Paris Hadfield. Finally, staff
mentors, including A/Prof Matteo Bonotti and Prof
Peter Adey, worked with students on their papers in
progress, which many students considered the most
useful part of the school.

Our participant experience survey showed 100%
overall  satisfaction, with many expressing
appreciation for the scholarly and social aspects, as
well as the school atmosphere. Particular gratitude
was expressed for the excellent communication and
organisation of the PhD school, shaped locally by Dr.
Paris Hadfield and Mae Wae. Their positive feedback
reinforces the value of this mode of engaging and
supporting ECRs around the world through the STRN
network.

“The STRN PhD School offered a rare combination of
academic rigour and genuine collegiality. The access to
leading scholars in the field, the quality of the sessions,
and the careful attention to participants' experience
made it a genuinely enriching opportunity. | would
encourage any doctoral researcher working on
sustainability transitions to attend.”

“By far the most memorable and meaningful
experience | have had during my candidature to date .”

- Paris, Shirin, Rob

STRN PhD School 2026 in Linkoping

The STRN PhD School “Introduction to Sustainability
Transitions” was held at Linkdping University from 16
to 20 March 2026, bringing together an enthusiastic
group of 34 PhD candidates from 16 different
countries. The school, which was hosted by Thomas
Magnusson, Harald Rohracher, and Wisdom Kanda,
offered an inspiring week of learning, discussion, and
community building within the sustainability
transitions research community.

The program combined strong theoretical
foundations with hands-on and practice-oriented
elements. Core sessions introduced and deepened
understanding of central sustainability transitions
frameworks, with a thematic focus on industries,
firms, and markets, governance and intermediation,
reflexive monitoring and transformative indicators,
sustainable consumption and just transitions, and
critical perspectives on transitions research. The
teaching mixed lectures, interactive group
discussions, and PhD-focused dialogue, encouraging
active engagement and peer learning throughout the
week.

A much-appreciated highlight was the study visit to
the local utility, Tekniska verken, where participants
gained first-hand insights into how transitions are
addressed in practice, focusing on energy, waste
management, and infrastructure. This was
complemented by a panel discussion with local
practitioners, which sparked lively exchanges on the
opportunities and challenges of enacting transitions
in real-world contexts. The candidates also had an
evening of their own, organizing a social event that
was greatly appreciated as an opportunity to connect
and further strengthen academic bonds.

The program, moreover, included dedicated
feedback sessions on participants’ paper drafts and
research proposals, providing valuable input from
faculty and peers alike. With contributions from an
experienced and diverse faculty team, the Linkoping
PhD School offered a rich, inspiring, and collegial
learning environment—and a memorable STRN
experience for all involved.

-Thomas, Wisdom, Harald




Towards Bridging the Epistemological Divide:
Lessons from NEST's First Global South
Conference

The 11th Annual NEST Conference, held at the School
of Public Policy, IIT Delhi, on 28-29 March 2026, was
the first in the network's eleven-year history to
exclusively take place in the Global South. That choice
was anything but incidental. For STRN and the
broader transitions community, it raised a necessary
question: whose knowledge is actually shaping this
field and its future trajectory?

The conference theme "Interlinked Transitions: From
Global Visions to Local Realities" confronted the
persistent gap between ambitious global frameworks
and the context-specific realities in which transitions
actually unfold.

That gap looks very different depending on where you
are standing. Bringing the conference to New Delhi
was, in part, an acknowledgment of that. Hence, it
was not just a geographic choice, but an
epistemological one. If sustainability transitions
research is to retain global relevance, it must be
continuously shaped by researchers embedded in
diverse contexts.

The conference drew over 120 participants from more
than 60 universities, with strong representation from
India, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Ghana, Zimbabwe, Vietnam,
Indonesia, and Rwanda to name a few. Plenaries by
Dr. Aasa Persson (KTH), Dr. Angela Lusigi (UNDP India),
Dr. Katharina Schiller (CIMMYT), Dr. Sharachchandra
Lele (ATREE), and Dr. Annapurna Mamidipudi (TU
Berlin) highlighted how knowledge systems, global
agendas, and local realities collide in practice. A
session on navigating publishing in an evolving
academic landscape, led by Dr. Nicky Dean (Nature
Research Journals), also surfaced quieter structural
inequalities- the pressure on Global South ECRs to
publish in northern-dominated journals, with limited
access to influential networks and underfunded
research environments.

Lastly, a hands-on methods workshop explored the
challenges of conducting interdisciplinary research,
an important topic for early career researchers
navigating institutional structures that still largely
reward disciplinary depth over cross-boundary
collaboration.

Organizing this conference was not without
difficulty, and glossing over these challenges
would be a disservice to the efforts that went into
it. Visa constraints proved one of the most
persistent barriers: despite strong interest from
across the Global South, several early-career
researchers were unable to attend due to refusals
or drawn-out application processes. The ongoing
conflict in West Asia further disrupted travel and
heightened uncertainty. It was a brutal reminder
that transitions research does not occur in a
vacuum, and the communities most urgently in
need of just transitions are often those most
destabilized by crises.

This year’s NEST made a conscious attempt to
bridge the epistemological divide not just by
relocating the conference geographically, but by
curating a program that centered knowledge from
and about the Global South. The conversations
spanned informality, agrarian transitions, energy
access, colonial legacies, and the role of grassroots
movements while highlighting how structural
conditions, regional trajectories, and diverse
governance  models  shape  sustainability
transitions. In that sense, it was a genuine
achievement, and what we hope is a stepping
stone towards a more epistemologically plural
transitions field.

Yet the picture is incomplete. Participation from
Global North scholars was limited, and that is
worth sitting with. Bridging this divide requires
movement in both directions. As a community, we
need to reckon with why Global North researchers
are not showing up in greater numbers when the
conversation moves south. Is it structural?
Institutional? Or simply, the convenience of
abundant opportunities closer to home? We don't
have a clean answer, and perhaps that is the point.
We, as the transitions community, have not yet had
this conversation. Not really. But NEST's decision
to go south this year is perhaps the nudge that
starts it.

-Abhilasha, Sukanya, Sree Harica




GeoST Webinar Series IV

The 'Global' Dimension of Sustainability Transitions
brought together scholars working on Global
Production Networks (GPNs) and Global Value Chains
(GVCs) with sustainability transitions researchers to
explore cross-field dialogue.

The four sessions covered: (1) an introductory panel
on conceptual bridges between GPN/GVC and
transitions research; (2) incumbents, power, and
governance in value chains, examining firm
heterogeneity and the role of non-firm actors; (3)
developmental outcomes and just transitions, with
case studies on wind energy in Colombia and green
industrial catch-up in the Global South; and (4)
geopolitical disruptions, exploring how friendshoring,
energy security concerns, and shifting value capture
dynamics in lithium and EV battery GPNs affect
sustainability transitions.

Recordings are available HERE.

4th Workshop on Multi-System Dynamics

From April 21-22, the University of Tartu, Estonia,
hosted the 4th International Workshop on Multi-
System Dynamics in Sustainability Transitions. Hosted
and organized by Laur Kanger, Sophie-Marie Ertelt,
and Phil Johnstone, in cooperation with the Thematic
Group on Multi-System Dynamics, the workshop
continues a series of annual events previously held in
Winterthur (2025), Gothenburg (2024), and Oslo
(2023).

The workshop brought together 15 participants in
person, including several early-career researchers. It
offered a lively and focused forum for discussing
ongoing work on topics such as the geography of
multi-system interactions, intervention points, system
entanglers, multi-system blocks, missions, and
resources.

Presentations spanned a wide range of systems, from
energy, housing, and construction to carbon
management and finance.

Beyond the research discussions and networking, the
workshop also served as an opportunity to reflect on
and plan upcoming activities within the thematic
group on MSD, including a dedicated track at IST 2026
in Zurich, an upcoming book launch, and the special
issue in EIST on multi-system dynamics.

The organizers are grateful for the co-funding they
received from STRN.

Interested in STRN Thematic Group Activities

Not yet part of one or more of our thematic groups
(TGs)?

Explore the different TGs on our website here and
sign up for their mailing lists to receive updates,
calls for collaboration, and invitations to upcoming
events.
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NEST WhatsApp Community

Building on the community's momentum and in
response to many requests for a successor to our
inactive Discord server, we are piloting a NEST
WhatsApp community. You can find it and join it
HERE.

During the pilot, we will operate under the following
community guidelines:

e The space is by and for the PhD and Postdoc
community in Sustainability Transitions, as
articulated by the STRN definition

¢ Anything shared should serve the network's
aims, i.e., either (1) build community among
early career researchers in transitions or (2)
promote discussion and high-quality research
output.

e We will add new subgroups as needed, based on
input from you all.

The space will be moderated by the NEST reps and
other volunteers.

We hope you'll help us make it a digital home for the
community as we move from a regional to a truly
global network.

Scan to join

New EIST Special Issue Guidelines

EIST has published updated guidelines for Special
Issue proposals. The new process introduces
quarterly submission deadlines (1 March, 1 June, 1
September, and 1 December) and provides greater
clarity on proposal requirements, guest editor
responsibilities, review procedures, and timelines.
Key changes include a maximum of four guest
editors per proposal, the requirement to submit 5-
10 indicative abstracts demonstrating topic
viability, and a two-stage submission process
involving extended abstracts followed by invited
full papers. All Special Issues must be based on
open calls and undergo the journal’s standard
double-blind peer-review process

Researchers considering a Special Issue proposal
are encouraged to consult the full guidelines
before preparing a submission.

Read the full guidelines HERE.

Sociotechnologies of Lithium: Sustainability
Transitions Research from Latin America

Sociotechnologies of Lithium is an interdisciplinary
research project funded by ANID Chile lead by Ivan
Ojeda-Pereira  that examines  sociotechnical
transitions within the lithium industry, with a focus
on emerging lithium extraction technologies. The
project is situated in the context of the global energy
transition, where lithium plays a key role in energy
storage systems, while its extraction generates
significant local environmental and social challenges.
The project brings together engineering, social
sciences, and management to develop a framework
for evaluating both conventional and emerging
extraction technologies.



https://www.sciencedirect.com/journal/environmental-innovation-and-societal-transitions/about/policies-and-guidelines/eist-si-guidelines
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It focuses on the construction of socio-
environmental and technological performance
indicators through participatory processes involving
local communities and relevant stakeholders. The
project understands technologies as embedded in
specific territorial, ecological, and institutional
contexts. Its outcomes aim to support more
informed, inclusive, and sustainable decision-
making in the lithium sector, contributing to broader
debates on socio-ecological and just transitions.

For more information, visit:
https://libros.ucn.cl/index.php/librosucn/catalog/bo
ok/10

The Cultural Evolution of Sustainability
Transitions: Exploring Narratives and
Worldviews among Change Agents (CULEST)

CULEST is a research project led by Michael P.
Schlaile at the University of Hohenheim, which is
funded by the German Research Foundation (DFG)
until the end of 2027. CULEST conceptually and
empirically investigates the connections between
worldviews, narratives, and cultural evolution in the
context of sustainability transitions. The empirical
part of the research focuses on various change
agents and/or transformative social innovation
initiatives from civil society, religion, politics, and
business. Through a novel combination of worldview
research and the collection and analysis of micro-
narratives, the CULEST researchers aim at
reconstructing the patterns of interpretation that
may promote or limit social and sustainability-
related change processes, or even lead to new,
potentially conflictual dynamics.

For more details, see  https://culest.uni-
hohenheim.de/en/ - if you want to keep informed
about updates, please subscribe to the email
newsletter, and/or follow CULEST on LinkedIn:
https://www.linkedin.com/company/culest/

New postgraduate specialization in Socio-
Technical Sustainability Transitions

The University of Vale do Itajai (Univali, Brazil) is
launching a Postgraduate Lato Sensu Specialization
in Socio-Technical Sustainability Transitions, running
from August 2026 to July 2027. Delivered online
through weekly synchronous sessions (Fridays 2:00-
6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Brasilia
time) plus asynchronous assignments, it totals 360
hours across 12 courses in three modules: (I)
Transitions Frameworks and Foundations, (II) Socio-
Technical Transitions in Practice, and (Ill) Current
Topics in Sustainability Transitions. A separate
Certificate of Proficiency is awarded per module.

Coordinated by Dr. Katharina Schiller (CIMMYT; STRN
Board) and Dr. Diego Florez Ayala (Univali), the
program brings together internationally recognized
researchers working at the forefront of sustainability
transitions. It targets professionals in sustainability,
governance, management, public policy, urban
planning, and innovation who aim to lead systemic
change in organizations and territories, combining
core transitions theory with applied case studies,
with strong emphasis on Global South perspectives
and the regional context of Santa Catarina.

More info and applications:
https://portal.univali.br/pos/especializacao/sociotec
hnical-sustainability-transitions-enec-itajai

EIST research on games and sustainability
transitions wins its authors a Frontiers Planet
Prize National Championship

The Frontiers Planet Prize announced Postdoctoral
Research Fellow Daniel Fernandez Galeote from
Tampere University as Finland’s National Champion
for 2026, one of 25 scientists whose research
advances our understanding of our Earth system,
while offering practical, scalable solutions to help
keep humanity safely within the planetary
boundaries.
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The research article that secured Fernandez Galeote
the National Champion award is "Play, games, and
gamification to support sustainability transitions: a
scoping review and research agenda", published in
Environmental Innovation and Societal Transitions.
“Our work shows that play and games can be
successfully embedded in real settings, support
deep forms of learning, and facilitate real-world
impact. We are contributing to a constructive
cultural change in how societies confront the
planetary issues we face,” says Fernandez Galeote.
The Champions now move forward to the final stage
of the competition, where three of them will be
selected as International Champions later this year
and awarded 1 million USD each to scale up their
research globally.

Read more here
https://www.frontiersplanetprize.org/news/4thediti

onchampionannouncement

PhD Theses

Bastas, L. (2026). Civil servants as intermediaries
contextualizing policy for sustainable energy
transitions. PhD thesis. Chalmers University of
Technology.
https://doi.org/10.63959/chalmers.dt/5833.

This thesis investigates how civil servants support
citizens in sustainable energy transitions when
contextualizing policy missions. Focusing on
Sweden’s public energy advising program, it
examines how advisors translate national goals into
local action and contribute to broader ecologies of
intermediation. Drawing on document analysis,
interviews, and surveys, the thesis shows that civil

servants make sustainable energy transitions
tangible for citizens through locally adapted
activities, balancing top-down governance with

bottom-up needs to build trust and relevance. By
conceptualizing civil servants as agency-driven
intermediaries, the thesis offers a micro-level
perspective on how public actors shape socio-
technical change. It argues that broader mandates
integrating sufficiency and demand reduction are
needed to strengthen the inclusiveness and impact

of energy transitions. The thesis investigates
sustainability transitions in workplaces, focusing on
workers as key actors. Motivated by the need for more
sustainable production systems, the doctoral
dissertation explores how workers can participate in
sustainability transitions within them, viewing them as
regime actors who maintain current systems but are
crucial for their change. The study produces new
knowledge through a representative survey targeting
Finnish wage earners to highlight workplace changes
and worker participation in sustainability efforts.
Findings show that although workers influence
organizational sustainability in many ways, practical
change efforts are lacking in many workplaces and
support from external stakeholders is needed for
systemic change.

Altunay, M. (2026). Effects and evolution of institutions
in sociotechnical change: Perspectives on market and
state in the development of solar PV in Sweden. PhD
thesis. Gothenburg: Chalmers University of
Technology.
https://doi.org/10.63959/chalmers.dt/5889

The diffusion of renewable energy technologies
depends not only on technological availability but also
on actors and institutional structures. This thesis
examines how regulatory, cultural-cognitive, and
normative institutions shape actor activities, and how
actors, in turn, influence institutionalization in
sociotechnical systems. Using a longitudinal case
study of solar PV development in Sweden (1996-2025),
the thesis analyses how institutional change unfolds
across market and state sectors and how the two
sectors co evolve. The findings demonstrate how
heterogeneous actors respond differently to
institutional conditions and contribute to both change
and stability through institutional work.

Fischer, L. (2026). How to build (in) a sustainable
future? A multi-scalar perspective on the socio-
technical transition toward a bio-based construction
sector. Justus-Liebig University Giessen, Germany.
PhD Thesis.

https://doi.org/10.22029/jlupub-20874

As a major contributor to the climate crisis, the
construction sector offers substantial mitigation
potential.



https://www.frontiersplanetprize.org/news/4theditionchampionannouncement
https://www.frontiersplanetprize.org/news/4theditionchampionannouncement
https://doi.org/10.63959/chalmers.dt/5833
https://doi.org/10.63959/chalmers.dt/5889
https://doi.org/10.22029/jlupub-20874

Bio-based materials, such as cross-laminated
timber and engineered bamboo, have the
potential to transform buildings into carbon sinks.
However, the socio-technical transition towards
their widespread use is still in its early stages. This
dissertation examines this transition from a multi-
scalar perspective by analysing sustainability
transitions in China, India, Germany and Italy,
with a particular focus on India and the greater
Chennai Taking an geography of
sustainability  transitions perspective, I
conceptualise the collectivisation of visions,
processes of (de-)legitimation and interactions
between emerging socio-technical configurations
as key dynamics shaping the directionality of
socio-technical transitions. The dissertation
reveals how established configurations constrain
the potential for transformative change across
countries by resisting changes to the established
rules of the game.

area.

Publications

We are happy to introduce the most recent issue of
EIST! The full list of papers is featured below.

Teis Hanson, Editor-in-Chief

EIST Volume 60

Bach, H. (2026). Full steam astern? Sustainable retro-
innovation in the maritime shipping sector. Environmental
Innovation and Societal Transitions, 60, 101139.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.eist.2026.101139

Bergsma, J., Wiarda, M., Pruyn, J., & van de Kaa, G. (2026).
Anticipatory governance of a maritime mission using a real-
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	From Delhi to Linköping to Melbourne:  STRN’s expanding early-career activities
	One of the most encouraging developments in recent years is the way STRN has expanded—geographically, intellectually, and institutionally—while staying true to its original commitment to open, critical, and collaborative scholarship. Internationalization and diversification are no longer distant aspirations; they are lived realities within the network. Nowhere is this more visible than in STRN’s growing engagement with PhD candidates and other early-career researchers, who are increasingly shaping the network’s present and future.
	From its beginnings, STRN has been built on the idea that transitions research thrives through dialogue across academic disciplines, national contexts, and career stages. The recent proliferation of STRN activities beyond established research centers signals an important shift: the center of gravity is no longer fixed, but relational and mobile. This shift matters, particularly for doctoral and early-career scholars seeking intellectual communities that are rigorous, welcoming, and open to experimentation.
	March and April were exceptional months for our community. The 11th NEST conference in Delhi, India, emphasized STRN’s ongoing internationalization and diversification. Hosted by the School of Public Policy at IIT Delhi on 28–29 March 2026, it marked an important milestone as the first NEST conference to be held exclusively in the Global South. Organized around the theme “Interlinked Transitions: From Global Visions to Local Realities,” the conference brought together over 120 participants from more than 60 universities worldwide, with particularly strong representation from the Global South, including India, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Vietnam, Indonesia, and Rwanda. Through plenaries, methods workshops, and interactive ECR sessions, participants engaged with questions of justice, governance, knowledge systems, and implementation in sustainability transitions.
	The PhD School in Linköping, Sweden, offered a further illustration of this ethos. Bringing together doctoral candidates from different countries and disciplinary backgrounds, the school created a space for sustained engagement with theory, methodology, and practice. What stood out was not only the high level of scholarly exchange but also interactions with the local community through study visits and panel discussions. During the PhD school, a variety of senior scholars participated as interlocutors, commentators, and convenors, reinforcing STRN’s long-standing commitment to collegiality rather than hierarchy. This spirit traveled well across continents. The PhD School in Melbourne extended these conversations into another academic and cultural context. Participants joined from across Australia as well as from institutions in Asia, Africa, and Europe. They were generously welcomed to Wurundjeri Country by Wurundjeri Elder Uncle Bill Nicholson, and the broader sense of welcoming and belonging to the STRN scholarly community was one of the biggest takeaways for participants. The diversity of staff and students also reinforced the pluriverse perspective as a key theme, with participants encountering different ways of understanding and imagining sustainability transitions.
	Taken together, these three events signal an important evolution of STRN. Internationalization is not merely about reaching more places, but about redistributing attention, voice, and intellectual authority. Diversification is an ongoing process that requires care, reflexivity, and commitment. By investing in PhD candidates and early-career researchers—through PhD schools, conferences, and sustained mentorship, STRN is nurturing a scholarly community capable of renewing itself.
	As STRN moves forward, these developments invite all members to reflect on their role within the network. Supporting early-career scholars, engaging across borders, and remaining open to epistemic differences are central to STRN’s continued vitality and societal relevance.
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	Bio-based materials, such as cross-laminated timber and engineered bamboo, have the potential to transform buildings into carbon sinks. However, the socio-technical transition towards their widespread use is still in its early stages. This dissertation examines this transition from a multi-scalar perspective by analysing sustainability transitions in China, India, Germany and Italy, with a particular focus on India and the greater Chennai area. Taking an geography of sustainability transitions perspective, I conceptualise the collectivisation of visions, processes of (de-)legitimation and interactions between emerging socio-technical configurations as key dynamics shaping the directionality of socio-technical transitions. The dissertation reveals how established configurations constrain the potential for transformative change across countries by resisting changes to the established rules of the game.


